THE GENESIS OF PEAGMATISM

the c Chicago School5 of Pragmatists. Thought in
their writings is essentially the instrument of this
readjustment. Its function is to effect the neces-
.sary changes in beliefs as economically and usefully
as possible. It is an evolving process which keeps
pace with the evolution oi reality and the changing
situations of mortal life.

8. It is not, however, entirely the reaction of
science upon philosophy which has given birth to
Pragmatism. Philosophy itself has been rent by
internal convulsions. These have been emphasized
in' the work of Dr. P. C. S. Schiller, who has
shown that already in the days of Plato the dis-
tinction, between '..truth ' and ' error' was baffling
philosophy, that Plato's The&tetiis has failed to
establish it, and that the famous dictum of Pro-
tagoras, 'Man is the measure of all things/
distinctly foreshadows the * Pragmatic,' or, as he
calls it, the ' Humanist/ solution of the difficulty.

Elsewhere Dr. Schiller has commented on the
controversies raised by Hume's criticism of dogma-
tism. He has shown that Kant failed to answer
Hume because he accepted Hume's psychology,
and that no a priori philosophers have since been
able to devise any consistent and tenable doctrine.
The idealistic theories of the * Absolute' reveal
their futility by their want of application to the
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